8 March 1859. 22 Vict. 




(Ireland.) 



BILL 



TO 



Amend the Acts for the Relief of the destitute 
Poor in Ireland, by removing Doubts as to the 
R eligious Registration in Workhouses of deserted 
Children, and providing for the Out-door Main- 
tenance of orphan and deserted Children. 



W HEREAS Doubts have arisen in relation to the Religious Preamble. 
Denomination as of which certain deserted Children ought, 
under the Poor Law Acts now in force in Ireland, to he 
registered, and it is expedient that sueh Doubts should he rmoved : 

5 Be it therefore enacted by the Queen’s most Excellent Maj y, 
by and with the Advice and Consent of the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, an 
by the Authority of the same, as follows : 

. . I. That from and after the passing of this Act , when any deserted 
10 Child shall be taken into any Workhouse in Ireland, the Religion o 
whose Parents or Parent cannot be ascertained with Certairty, such 
deserted Child shall be registered as belonging to that 
Denomination which after due Inquiry the Board of Guardians shall 
judge to have been most probably the Religion of the Parents oi 
15 Parent of such Child. jr A nc j 

[Bill 65.] 



Boards of 
Guardians 
to decide 
Registration 
of deserted 
Children 
where the 
Religion, of 
Parents 
cannot be 
ascertained. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




2 



Boards of 
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Short Title. 



Poor Relief [Ireland) Acts Amendment. 

II. And whereas it has been found that the Mortality among 
Infant Children admitted into the Workhouses without their Mothers 
is very large, and that in other respects the Workhouses are not well 
suited in all Cases for the Care and Nurture of such Children 
during Infancy, and it is therefore expedient to extend the Power 5 
of Boards of G nardians for the Relief of destitute poor Children who 
are Orphans or have been deserted by their Parents : Be it enacted 
That it shall be lawful for the Boards of Guardians to provide for the 
Relief of any orphan or deserted Child out of the Workhouse, if 
they shall think ht to do so, by placing such Child out at nurse, or 10 
otherwise, according to their Discretion, provided that no Child shall 
continue to be so relieved after the Age of Five Years. 

III. This Act may be cited for all Purposes as the Poor Relief 
(Ireland) Amendment Act, 1859. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




